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562 VIRGINIA LAW REVIEW 

the cases discloses a sharp difference of opinion among the courts, 
the author states merely one side of the question with no reference 
whatsoever to any inconsistent holding or any cases opposed to the view 
stated. Examples of this fault are found on p. 61 (whether witnesses 
may sign before testator if the acts are practically contemporaneous), 
p. 34 (whether husband can by a donatio mortis causa deprive the wife 
of her distributive share in his personalty), p. 105 (effect of modern 
emancipation statutes on the common law doctrine of the revocation 
of a woman's will by her marriage). The index (now so important a 
part of the modern law book) falls far short of modern standards. 

A. M. D. 



A Treatise on the Law of Income Taxation under Federal and State 
Laws, by Henry Campbell Black. (Kansas City: Vernon Law 
Book Company, Second Edition, 1915, pp. xxxvii, 865.) 

Every important, modern Federal Statute (such as the Bankruptcy 
Act, Sherman Act, Interstate Commerce Act, and Judicial Code) has 
been followed by a flood of more or less ambitious books dealing with 
the statute. Most of these books have had only timeliness as their 
redeeming virtue and excuse for existence. The Federal Income Tax 
Law, which to a greater extent than any of the statutes mentioned 
touches the individual citizen, has been no exception to this rule. Mr. 
Black's treatise, however, is of real merit and forms a notable contri- 
bution to the law on this complex subject. In thoroughness, accuracy 
and clearness, the book ranks with the other well-known legal treatises 
of which Mr. Black is the author. 

Students of the Federal Act will agree with the statement in Mr. 
Black's preface that the act is "not only singularly infelicitous in its 
language but singularly confused in its arrangement." To obviate this 
difficulty, Mr. Black has (while preserving the exact text of the act) 
broken the act up into seventy consecutively numbered sections, each 
introduced by a black-letter headline descriptive of its contents. Both 
for reference and for clearness the device is admirable. Next follow 
the Treasury Regulations and Rulings (Chapter 2) and the Internal 
Revenue Regulations (Chapter 3) which are invaluable in any study of 
the obscurer parts of the act. The nature of income taxes, the con- 
stitutional aspects of income tax laws and the construction of such laws 
are next discussed, after which the author takes up in detail the more 
important parts of the Federal Act. The chapter on "Collection at the 
Source" (a subject of unusual difficulty and the object of much of the 
criticism levelled at the act) is unusually valuable. In the appendix 
are given the Federal Civil War Income Tax Acts and the Income 
Tax Statutes of Wisconsin, South Carolina, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
Virginia and Hawaii, together with a table of forms prescribed by the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue. Though §§ 194 and 195 treat of 
the history of income tax and the laws now in force, it is to be re- 
gretted that Mr. Black did not lay greater stress upon the historical 
aspects of the subject. 

A. M. D. 



